Disaster situation in the world and Viet Nam in 2020
Dear delegates to the conference. On-behalf of the Disaster Risk Reduction Partnership Office, I would like to present a summary of disaster situation in the world and Vietnam in 2020.
My presentation will include 3 parts: Part 1 is a summary of the disaster situation in the world and Vietnam in the first 6 months of 2020; Part 2 presents disaster response activities of countries in the context of COVID-19; and Part 3 is about the challenges and responses which Vietnamese Government will face in the risk of double crisis; 
Part 1. The natural disaster situation in the world and Vietnam in 2020
1. Disaster developments in the world
At least 207 disaster events were recorded globally in the first 6 months of 2020 - higher than the 21st century average (2000-2019) of 185 disasters. Disasters have increased by at least 27% over the same period in 2019. Disasters claimed 2,200 lives worldwide in the first half of 2020. Death toll caused by floods accounts for nearly 60% of all fatalities caused by disasters.
Here is information about some of the major disasters since the beginning of 2020: 

a. Australia wildfire
Starting at the end of 2019, the Australian wildfires lasted until the end of March. This wildfire has burned 18.6 million hectares of forest, destroyed more than 5,900 buildings and killed at least 34 people. Costs to deal with wildfires amounted to A $ 4.4 billion, tourism revenue fell by more than A $ 1 billion.

b. Yangtze river floods, China (Yang-si)
Heavy rains in the basin have caused massive flooding on the Yangtze River starting from 1st of June. Floods lasted until early August 2020, affecting 54.8 million people in 27 provinces, 158 people killed or missing, and 41,000 houses collapsed. Estimated economic loss as of early August 2020 is about 20.7 billion USD.

c. Typhoon Amphan, floods and landslides in India
Floods and landslides have caused widespread devastation across India with more than 900 deaths reported to date in 16 states during this year's wet season.

d. Floods in Indonesia
On January 1, 2020, terrible flooding devastated the capital city Jakarta and some neighboring areas of Indonesia. More than forty thousand people were forced to leave their homes. River water flooded 1.5 meters deep, killing 66 people.

e. Volcanic eruptions in the Philippines
Taal, the second most active volcano in the Philippines, erupted on January 12 on the island of Luzon, killed 39 people, and more than 300,000 people were evacuated.

f.  Floods in Korea
At least 30 people were killed by prolonged flooding in Korea. More than 5,900 people from 11 provinces and cities have left their homes/displaced.
Typhoons are claimed for the most economic damage. Estimated economic loss caused by typhoons increases 270% compared to the average level of the 2000-2019 period. Typhoon accounted for 80% of the global insured damage and insurance companies had to pay at least $ 30 billion
2. Disaster developments in Viet Nam
a. First half of 2020
Severe drought and saltwater intrusion lasting from the end of 2019 in the Mekong Delta, 06 out of 13 provinces have declared emergency situations. Drought, saline intrusion have damaged 54,700 ha of rice, 96,000 households are at risk of accessing safe water; causing serious subsidence of many dykes, roads; Total damage is estimated at over 3,000 billion VND;

Thunderstorms, heavy rain and lightning: Since the beginning of 2020, there have been 52 thunderstorms and lightning, causing 4 deaths and 1 missing; 612 houses damaged; estimated loss of 13 billion VND. Furthermore, 02 heavy rains cause serious flooding in the HCM City.

Flash floods, landslides: A severe flash flood and landslide in Ha Giang resulted in 5 deaths and 2 injuries; 2 houses collapsed, 57 houses damaged and 524 houses flooded; at the same time it destroyed 215 hectares of rice and secondary crops, 5 hectares of forestry trees, 24 fish ponds, killed 11 cattle and many poultry. 
b. Disaster trend in Viet Nam in the second half of 2020
· Typhoon:

· Active later than average many years
· Number of typhoon/tropical depressions is approximate to average many years
· 11-13 storms/tropical depressions 

· Floods:

· The flood peak of the Mekong River are at alert 1 – alert 2 level, lower than the average of many years
· Annual flood peak appeared in the second half of September 2020
· Tidal flooding:

· 04 tidal flooding events in the middle of September-December/2020

· Potential of peak in 18/10/2020
The most concerned disasters in Viet Nam in the second half of 2020 will be typhoon, floods and tidal flooding. Details will be presented by NATIONAL CENTRE FOR HYDRO-METEOROLOGICAL FORECASTING afterwards. 

Part II. Countries' response to disasters in the context of COVID-19
A country will experience double crisis if they do not have a proper response. As recommended by WHO, countries should take the following actions:

· Adjusting national and local plans to reuse available resources

· Link multidisciplinary activities to support the health and logistics sector

· Communication and early risk warning

· Make use of public and private facilities as isolation/quarantine shelters

· Update health information management system

· Strict casualty handling and management system

· Mobile logistics and reinforcements provided by specialists to limit social exposure 

Example: floods and landslides in 7/2020 in Korea
· The Prime Minister of Korea declared the provinces of Gyeonggi and Chungcheong to be special disaster areas and provided special assistance to these two provinces. Currently, these 2 provinces have had 42 consecutive rainy days.
· Ensure people living in shelters (gyms and community centers) have some distance, specifically using sheets as partitions and beds that are spaced apart.
Part III. Challenges and responses of the Vietnamese Government 
1. Challenges in case of crisis occurs
In case of double crisis, Vietnam government might be facing numbers of challenges, for example: 
· Lack of skills in handling evacuation situations

· Communication crisis

· Medical equipment overload, logistics

· Lack of supporting resources

· Difficulty in accessing, direct support on-site

· Increase the risk of disease spread 

2. Response
· Monitoring reports on Covid-19 warning and forecast of disasters, weather and disease developments through the mass media of the Steering Committee, the Ministry of Health

· Take appropriate actions to response to the pandemic; adjust the disaster risk managemetn plans to effectively respond to disasters in the direction of maximizing the "4 on the spot" motto
· Based on the actual conditions, conduct suitable around the clock duty; report local disaster situation to the Central Steering Committee on Disaster Prevention and Control and the Committee for Incident, Disaster Response, and Search and Rescue 
Last but not least, we have 10 principles to address water-related disaster risk reduction under the COVID-19 pandemic

1. Enhance leaders’ awareness on disaster risk reduction in the pandemic
2. Integrate actions on risk management of disasters and pandemics
3. Provide clean wter, sanitation, and hygiene sustainably before, during and after disasters
4. Protect disaster management stakeholders from threat of COVID-19
5. Protect scarce medical resources from disaster impact
6. Protect disaster evacuees from threat of COVID-19
7. Protect COVID-19 patients from threat of disasters
8. Develop specialized evacuation guidance for cities and areas under COVID-19 lock-down
9. Finance Disaster risk reduction actions under COVID-19 effectively to avoid economic catastrophe
10. Strengthen global solidarity and international cooperation to cope with these co-occuring challenges towards building our world back better.
